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The Rich and Poor meet together "the Lord is the 


Maker of them all. 


- the Rich and Poor are mingled, or rather aſſocia- 
£ ted together as Members of the ſame Community ; 
under very different Circumſtances indeed, as to their out- 
ward appearance and condition; but with a manifeſt Equali- 
ty as to their Nature and Origine : For tbe Lord is the maker 

nn, of themall, All Men are from the ground, 
Eccleſiaſtic. 33. and Adam was created of Earth: in much 
IO, 11, knowledge the Lord bath divided them, 


and made their ways drverſe. The ſame God 


is both the Author of their Being, and the diſpoſer of their For- 


tunes; as he maketh them Men, ſo he alſo maketh Poor, and ma- 


tet brich, he hringet h lou, and liftet bupʒthe one 
1 Sam. 2. 8. is the effect of his creating Power, the other 
the Allotment of his governing Providence. 


For, according to the Pſalmiſts Calculation, who was wiſer 
in this point than any Aſtrologer) Promoti- 
Pſal. 75. 6, 7. on cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from 
. the Weſt, nor from the South; It depends 
not upon the poſition of the Heavens, nor the Influence of 
the Stars. nor any fuch imaginary Cauſe : But God is the 


Judge, be puttet h down one and ſettet h up anot her. 


— 


Tzbis I take to be the true purport of the Doctrine contain- 


ed in the Text, which is too plain to ſtand in need of farther 


Proof or llluſtration. 
© My Buſineſs ſhall be 5m SS. 
Firſt, to raiſe ſome general Obſervations from hence, 
conducing to Chriſtian Knowledge and Practice. 
Secondly, To point in particular at the reſpective Duty 
both of the Rich and Poor: Firſt towards God as their com- 
mon Creator; then towards each other as Fellow- Creatures. 
Tbirdh, To make an Application pertinent to the preſent 
Occalion of our meeting together in the Houſe of God. Pane 
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de Rich po] | pn meet u rage : the Lord i 15 The Make I 
7 them all. . | [ 
I. And the firſt thing 1 would ie from hencei is that, 1 
as God is the Maker of all Men, High and i 
Low, Rich and Poor, one with another, lo Pſal. 49. * 
it is to be ſuppos'd that he hath made Pro- 
vilion Calliciont, for the Happineſs of them all. N 
The very Notion of God as a Creator makes this Suppo- 
ſition clear and inconteſtable. For as God is in Nature infi- 
nitely good, ſo there is nothing, that we can conceive, 
could determine him to create this World, and people it wich 
Mankind, but the free Motions of his own communicative 
Goodneſs. This is ſo diſcernable by the meer Light of 
Reaſon, that the * Philoſophers when they are upon the en- 
quiry what ſhould be the impulſive Cauſe or Reaſon of God's 
making the World, without Hetiration, ſolve the Problem 
by Divine Goodneſs. | 
And if Goodneſs was the pure Motive that induc'd God to 
communicate Exiſtence to Mankind, to furniſh them with 
the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of this Life, and to endow 
them with noble Faculties, that ſeem to look beyond this 
Life, and make them capable of higher En joy ments; then 
may we certainly conclude, that the good God deſign'd the 14 
general Good and Happineſs of theſe his Creatures in Crea- 1 i} 
ting and arranging them as he did; and that he provided ſuk= | | 


- | ficiently for the Good and Happineſs of them all, becauſe 14 
| the — was conducted by infinite Wiſdom as well as 

Goodneſs. 14 
: And whatever Diverſiy may appear in Mens ea) 65 1 
J cumſtances, how unequal ſoever the Diſtribution of God's 14 


common Gifts may ſeem, we muft ſtill conclude, that there 

is a competent Proviſion made for the Happineſs of all, b: 

„ | Cauſe God cannot be ſuſpected of Partiality 1 
do any: — He regardeth not the Rich more Job. 34. 1 9˙ 5 1 
y | Zhanthe Poor ; ; for they are al tbe work of has I 


£ # Queris 7 2 propoſe tum Deo  ?Bonit as, Ita certe Plato ait. 
Deo faciendi Mundum cauſa fuit ? Bonus eſt, bono nulla cunſquam boni 
Ie invidia et. . Ep. 65. 
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baude. And it can never be imagin'd, that he ſhould make 
any of them on purpoſe to be miſerable, or for any other end 
indeed than to be happy. Far be it from us, O Lord, to 
entertain any ſuch harſh or impious Thought of thee'! For 
thou lpveſt all the things that are, and abbotreſt nothing which 
thou baſt made: for never wouldeſt thou have made any thing 
if thou hadſt bated it; as we have it very appoſitely expreſ- 
{ed in the Book of Wiſdom, chap. 12. v. 24. 


And this is the firſt Obſer vation I thought proper to make 


from the Text, to lay the better Foundation for that Reve- 
rence, Submiſſiveneſs, and Thankfulneſs, which is univer- 
ſally due to our beneficent Creator, © © 
II. It is to be obſerv'd farther, that tho God muſt be ſup- 
pos d to have provided ſufficiently for the Happineſs of all 
Men, as he is the Maker of them all; yet are there wiſe and 
good Reaſons notwichſtanding for the promiſcuous Diſpenſa- 
tion of Good and Evil in this World: Nor is it to be expect- 
ed that all ſhould be happy, or any compleatly happy here. 
It is apparent in Fact, if we look into 


I Eccleſ. 33. 15. all the works of the moſt Higb, that there 


are two and :o, one againſt another: 

the Rich againſt the Poor, and Proſperity againſt Adverſity. 
And we muſt acknowledge things to be well and wiſely 
thus ordered, both upon a Natural and Moral Account. 


Upon a Natural Account firſt, becauſe there could be no | 
Government without Subordination. And if by the Diſpoſi- 


tion of Providence, all Men had been made as equal in For- 


tune and Condition, as they are in Nature, it would have 


been an eternal Diſpute, who ſhould obey and who ſhould 
govern: And it had been hardly poſſible to bring things 
upon ſuch a Baſis, to any tolerable Order, or perſect Settle- 
ment. Whereas that Diſparity of Circumſtances betwixt 


Man and Man, which God in Wiſdom hath appointed, ſerves 


to induce ſuch as are mean and needy, willingly to refign the 


Power to them, who already enjoy the Advantages of Birth 
and Fortune: And it is no leſs an Inducement to the Wealthy 
and Honourable, to cheriſh and protect the Poor, without 


the Aſſiſtance of whoſe Hands, the moſt plentiful Condtti- 
| 5 on 


rn [ae | 


on would be fo far from being happy or eaſie, that perhaps a 
it would be the moſt anxious, and the moſt laborious. And q 
God's provident Care is very remarkable, in making the 1 


Rich and Poor thus mutually needful and helpful to each 5 
other; that ſo they might be link d together by the ſtron- It 
peſt Ties of Intereſt, -and both ſufficiently encourag'd to act 1 
agreeably to the Station ia which God hath placed them. — 

And this appears to be a very wiſe and good Adminiſtra 4 


tion likewiſe upon a Moral Account, becauſe that variety of 
Conditions, which is allotted to Men in the changeable Scene 
of this tranſitory World, affords room for the Trial and Im- 

provement of various Virtues, which ſuit ſome with one State of 


Life, and ſome with another. For Example, Poverty is the 1 
proper State to try Mens Faith, Patience and Reſignation: [1 
And plenty to exerciſe their Humility, Charity, and Mode- | + 
ration: And the Changes and Chances by which they are — 
frequently toſs d from one Condition to the other, help to | 4 
prove their Conſtancy and Firmneſs, to enlarge their Expe- | i 
' Þf rience, and to convince them of the Emptinets and Vanity of F 
all Sublunary thing, „ nd OORCER LD, 1 
For in Truth, when all is done, tho' we cannot ſuppoſe | j| 
I God's Creation to be ſo defeCtive, as that any thing ſhould be | 4 
wanting to make Men happy; yet neither can we be fo fond | i 
as to imagine that Man's true Happineſs ſhould conſiſt in the | 4 
I Amuence or Abundance of any thing that this Earth can Y 
„ TG VVV Ei 
Were it fo, we ſhould not ſee one Man rolling in Eaſe and 1} 
d Plenty, whilſt another ſweats hard to live, or groans under | fl 
5 WEpinching Neceſſity. No! we may depend upon it, all theſe 14 
-” [things would be diſtributed with an even Hand, and in the 1 
exacteſt Proportion, if they were indeed Eſſential to our Ha- { 
pineſs: Or rather the virtuous and godly Man would be ſure 1 


always to enjoy the moſt and the choiceſt of all Temporal 

Beſſings; the Juſtice of a God that is the Fat ber of Mercies 
* 1. 3. would in no wiſe ſuffer him to paſs undiftinguiſh- 

. . , | | be | 

1 But ſince 'tis notorious that things are quite otherwiſe dif 

pos'd; that all things indeed come alike to all, and that there 

one 
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ene event to the Righteous $ to the Wicked; Eccleſ. 9. 2. 
and that ſo it muſt be without a conſtant Interpoſition of Mi- 
racles; we muſt of neceſſity be convinc'd, that the happineſs 
vhich is properly Human is not here to be expected: Becauſe 
no Man can be certain of poſſeſſing and enjoying that fancy*d 
happineſs which this World affords, nor can the beſt of Men 
promiſe himſelf to be compleatly happy in a World, where 
che good and evil are ſo chequer'd each with other, that eve- 
x7 move a Man makes may produce a conſiderable Change 


* 


in hi Condition... 
And this was an Obſervation uſeful to be made from the 
Text, partly to vindicate the Wiſdom of Divine Providence, 
and partly to teach us the true value of theſe earthly things, 
and to put us upon feeking for ſomething more ſolid and du- 
mb For, ĩͤ K : ä 
III. It mult be obſerv'd yet farther, that ſince God bath] 
undoubtedly made a ſufficient Proviſion for the happinefs of 
all Men, and yet it does not appear that there is any ſuch ſui 
table Proviſion made for them in this World, it muſt una voi. 
dably follow, that there will be a future State of juſt recom: 
pence and compleat happineſs, 


For if this Life were to ſet the Bounds to all our Expects 
tions, and to put an end to our very Being, it would be. 
ſore evil indeed, and the moſt remedileſs of all things that 
are dine under the Sun, that the good and the bad ſhould be 
unequally involv'd in one Event; or that the one (as it often ſ 
happens) ſhould ſuffer undeſervedly even for being good 
and the other flouriſh and triumph in his very Wickedneh. 
This were a management upon no terms to be reconcild wid 
the Juſtice, Wiſdom, or Goodneſs of that God who is th 
Maker and Governor of the World. But ſince we cannd 
entertain the leaſt doubt, but that theſe are perfections Eſſe 
tial to the Godhead, and always in Harmony with each othe 
we muſt as infallibly conclude, that there is to be a State d 
exact and adequate Retribution hereafter, " 
And tho? this be a concluſion that hath all the certairty an 
clearneſs that Reaſon well could give it, yet leſt Men, Seca 


of the blindneſs of their Heart, ſhould be in danger o loſiſ 


"_—_— 


— 
2 —— reg nr - " 1 * 


Ke LA 7 þ _ 
2 3 — 9 omen : y * mY 


* $6, 47} wel P 1 n \ 1 1 . * ? V 1 * 
* * A : : P 


I. 4. 


but ſeek for one to come, which hath Foundations, and whoſe 
er and whoſe builder and muler is God, Heb. 13, 14, & 10. 1 f. 


their Paſſage through this Mortal Life, they are both upon 


their Probation, though in a Method ſomewhat different. 'Atid 


be jointly pofleſs? 


| paſsthrough rhings Temporal, as thr finally we loſe not the | 


'vidence. 


» 


F K K „ aA 


3 —— — 
= ” 


God harh exprefly declar'd,” that 
we have a better and an enduring Subſtance, a' great Recomponce of 
Reward, an Inherit ance incorruptible aud undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in Heaven for us. * Heb. 10. 34, 35. 1 Pet. 


| And, this once mention'd, all rhe Difficulties are perfectiy 
clear d up concerning the promiſcuous diſtribution of good and 
evil in this World. For ſince here we have 10 7 
Build- 


it matters not much what our preſent Condition is: For there 
are Manſions for the Poor as well as for the Rich in Heaven, 
and the way thither is equally open to them both; and during 


if they take care ſo to behave themſelves, as becomes that De- 
pendance which they have upon God, and that Relation which 
they bear one to another, according as God hath rang d ad 
order'd them, they may meet together in Heaven ar aft; and 
if of rhe Riches of chat glorious Place, and 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
And this was an Obſeryation needful to be taken along with 
us, in order to give a right determination to our Thoughts 
and Affections, and by preſenting us with a true Prof; pet both _ 
of our preſent and Riu State, to teach and enable us ſo to 


things Eternal. 1 0 adept ho 
II. I proceed now to point more particularly at the reſpectiye 
Duty both of the Poor and Rich: Firſt towards God as their 
common Creator ; and then towards each other- as Fellow- 
ane ECD RIS Et Le 
1. And firſt towards God as the Creator and Governor of all 
Things, it is the refpe&ive Duty of the Poor, quietly and pa- | 
tiently to acquieſce in the Sovereign Diſpoſals of his good Pro- 


And this is a Duty plainly dictated by Natural Reafon. For 
Rerus, an Heathen, can tell us, That we are but Actors 


* of a certain pat, which the Maſter and Director of the Dra- _ 
ma hath affign'd us; Enchr:d. cap. 23. and that it belongs to 


4 * 
—_ *, tries 44 
mon tn mon > oh AR TCP EN ED 


—_— "wt hs 25 


PPP 


— 


us to act that part well and handſomiy that falls to our Lot, 
even though it be that of a Beggar, fince the Choice is not in 
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our ſelves, but in another. 
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But the Scripture carries the Pont bigher, and reſolves that 
Savereign Dominion which God exerciſeth over us, into the 
Original Right of Creation, which ought not once to be dif. 
puted or murmur'd againſt by any Creature. For Vo unto him 
that ſtri veth with his Maker : (faith the Prophet I/ai. 4.5. 9.) Let 
the Potſbred ſtrive with. the Potſherds.of the Earth: Shall the Clay 
Jay to him that faſbioneth it, What makeſt thou? And, if the Pot- 
. ter, hath ſuch power over the Clay, much more muſt the Po W- 
er of God be allowed to be moſt abſolute, and his Judgment 
. moſt certain and unerring, both in framing his Creatures, and 
carving out their Fortunes for them. | | 


— 


_ ... And therefore the pooreſt and the meaneſt Mortal that is, is 


bound, with all humble Submiſſion, to reſt contented witg 
that State or Condition in which it hath pleas'd God to rank - 
him; always remembring, that he is in the Hands of a faith- 
ul Creator, Who, though he hath, made him, in the Eye of 
the World, but low and little, yet can and will notwithſtand- 
teen it be not his own Fault) make him truly happy and 
5 5 FIOUS, 1 1 To: 1S41 5 i x" 5 . 
5 2. Another ſpecial Duty incumbent upon the Poor, with re- 
ſpect to their Lond and Maker, is a regular and religious Be- 
-bayiour in that Station which God hath allotted to them. For 
Poverty is far from being any hindrance to Virtue : It rather 
helps to awaken. Conſideration, to cure Mens Fondneſs for 


the; World, and create a fort of Indifference towards it; and 
this naturally makes way for ſerious thoughts, and raiſes the 


Affections towards better and higher things. 
And certainly it lies upon all ſuch as are in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, thankfully to comply with the gracious Deſigns of Pro 
vidlence: and, fince they are not cumbred wich the cares of 
Life, (except only for meer Neceſſaries) nor much acquainted 
with its deceitful Pleaſures, it behoves them to chuſe that good 
Part mhich ſhall not be taken away from them, Luke 10. 42. and 
toattend diligently upon the one thing needful, the important 
Buſineſs of Religion, and the Welfare of their Immortal Souls; 
And, as knowing that the ſame Lord over all - rich unto all that 
call upon him, Rom. 10. 12. they ſhould endeavour to treaſure 
up Favour with him, and lay up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
foundation againſt the time to come; that ſo, how ſcanty ſoever 
theſe periſhing things at preſent be, or how ſoon ſoever they 
may fail, They may at length lay hoid on eternal Life. ES 
Another ſpecial Duty that the Poor owe to their Lord 
and Maker, is a firm Truſt and Atfiance in him. 1 the 
N | traits 
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Straitneſs of their preſent Condiionis no Argument that they 
are deferred or negſected of God; ſince he is nevertheleſs able 
to provide, and indeed hath effectually provided tor. that 
which is their true and only Happineſs. Nay, he hath. de- 
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clar'd himſelf to be their Patron and Protector. even in this 
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World; and therefore of all things they ought not to caſt 
away their Confidence in God, becauſe they are deſtitute of | 
other Helps: But they ought ſo much the rather to caſt their 1 
whole Care upon him, and in every thing by Prayer and ſup- 
plication with Thanksgzving to make their Requeſts known unto him 
Philip. 4- 6. nor doubting but that He providently careth for 
them, and will either actually relieve their wants and. Miſeries, 
or elſe make theſe appeartng Evils to work together for their , 
real Good, and miniſter to the increaſe of their Joy and Glory 
JJ ie ek 5; ou dn 
And now, on the other hand, I mult take leave to give the 
Rich a few Hints of that Duty which they alſo owe to their 
SSS R ns 
1. One great Branch of which conſiſts in an humble Ac- 
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knowledgment, that He is the ſole Arbiter and Diſpoſer of their | 

Fortunes; that their Riches are the Gifts of his Providence; ö 
and that they have nothing but what they have receiv d. This 4 

is what they ought to make themſelves throughly ſenſible of | i 

the better to reitihe their Thankfulneſs to God, the Fountain of 1H 

all Good, and to avoid thoſe Snares to which their Condition - | ! 


lyes moſt expos'd. That they may nor be ſo vain as ro.Sacrifice 
to their own Net, Hab 1. 16. and attribute their Proſperity to | 
their own Induſtry, Contrivance, or Management: That they 


may not be apt to turn wanton, and torgettul of God, Which 1 
i; a Diſeaſe that the Surfeit of Plenty too often breeds: That 2 
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they may not grow fondly enamour'd of the Gift, to the | 
Dithonour of the Giver : and Idolize the fine Gold, by ſetting | 


their Heart upon it, and putting their Truſt in it. All which | j 
are dangerous Temtations, with which the God of this World F 
will be endeavouring to blind their Minds, unleſs they keep up | If 


\ 
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a conſtant Senſe of this very thing in their Thoughts, that it {1 
is the living God that giveth them all things richly to enjoy; 1 Tim. f 
3. 16, that it is his B/ ing that maketh ly Rich; and thac 
without it riches alone can yield no enjoyment, no contentment. 
2. Another Iuſtance of Duty that the Rich owe to Him 
who made them what they are, is to be Exemplary in their 
Obedience to his molt Holy Laws. For all the Wealth in the 
Indies can never purchaſe any Indulgence for Sin at 1 
an 
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the Sea from whence they ſprung. 


1 N (10) 3 
Hand. And therefore the Rich muſt not preſume to think; 
that they are Men privileg d, and fer free from the Fetters ot 
Religion; that they are not tied up by the Rules of Temper- 
ance and Chaſtity ; that they are not oblig'd by the Law of 


Chriſtian Meeknefs and Forgiveneſs; that they are not bound 


to attend God's ſolemn Worſhip, and to reverence his Sabbath 


and his Sanctuary, For to allow themſelves in ſuch Thoughts, 


or to govern their Practice by ſuch corrupt Maxims as theſe, 
would be a molt inſufferable Aﬀront to the Myeſty of their 


pew Creator, as well as abominable Ingratitude to their 


ountifal Benefactcor. Whereas they indeed, of all Men, are 


under the greateſt Obligation to be Virtuous and Religious, 


becauſe they ſtand indebted for the largeſt Receipts unto God. 
And this Obligation is ſo mach the ſtricter upon them, becauſe 


the 1 that they make, and the Sway that they bear in 


the 
they ſhould ſtudy to be very exact in their Behaviour and very 


orld, adds a fort of Authority to their Example; and 


exemplary in all Virtue, left, by living licentionfly themſelves,, 
they ſhould fer Faſhions in Vice, as they do in other things, 
and draw the Multitude after them, who are always prone to 
imitate, eſpecially that which 1s Evil. 5 e 

3. Another peculiar Head of Duty that is owing from the 


Rich to their liberal Creator, is what Solomon very ſignificantly 


calls honouring the Lord with their Subſtance, Prov. 3. 9. by 


_ dedicating ſome part of it to Pious and Charitable Uſes; that 


is in truth, by giving him of his Own, as the Rivers {low into 


And without all Queſtion, they who have taſted ſo largely 


of God's unenvied Bounty, ſhould hold themſelves more par- 


ticularly oblig'd to pay their Tithes and Oblations punctual- 
i (in which God hath an immediate Propriety, as being the 
ettled Maintenance of his Miniſters) and to contribute, upon 


Occaſion what may be farther needſul towards the more hon- 


ourable ſupport of the Miniſtry, and the more decent Perform- 


Ance of divine Worſhip: They ſhould hold themſelves oblig'd 


to be ready, to their power, to help forward any good and 


_ uſeful Work, and to deviſe liberal Things, eſpecially for the Ad- 


vancement of true Religion and Virtue, and the Encourage» 
ment of Induſtry and Honeſty among the Poorer fort whom 
God hath in a manner ſubſtituted to be his Receivers. Tn) 
And therefore, fince the Goodneſs of Man extendeth not 
unto God, ſince *tis impoſſible to be in a proper Senſe bene- 


ficial to our Maker, They whom he hath bleſs'd with Abund- 


dance 
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of ance, ſhould eſteem it their privilege as well as Duty to lay hold 
er- on the Opportuniiy of making him their Debtor, by cheer- 
of fully lending unto hin in the Perſon of the Poor, and beftow- 
ad ing ſome Portion of his Gifts as he himſelf hath appointed. 
% But this Part of their Duty will preſent it ſelf again under a- | 
.  nother View, whilſt I am conſidering the reciprocal Duty of 
1 Rich and Poor, one towards another, as Fellow-Creatures: 
ir | Which I ſhall now do in very brief Hints, as not unregardful 
3» | of your Patiencs —_ 2 648 e 
re 1. And firſt for the Poor one main Part of their relative 
, Duty towards the Rich, is a modeſt Deference and humble 
d. Deportment, as towards thoſe whom the Almighty Providence 


ſe hath placed in a ſuperiour Station. For ſince it is God's own {4 
in Appointment, that ſome ſhould be Rich and ſome Poor, ſome i 
d High, and ſome Low, that fo, by adue Subordination, 1 
y Government might be the better maintain'd, and the Ends of { i 
5 Society anſwer' d, no doubt This infers an Obligation upon { 
55 thoſe of inferiour Degree, to keep their Rank, and obſerve 1 
0 Decorum in it; and not to look up with an evil and an envious . 
Eye upon thoſe who are plac'd above them; much leſs to be- 1 

e have themſelves Rudely and Diſreſpectfully towards them, ot 1 
; to turn Refractory and Contumacious, becauſe ſuch diſorderly 1 
y Behaviour would be an Act of Diſobedience againſt God, and [4 
t a Reſiſtance of his Ordinance. 5 Ds = 
N 2. Another neceſſary Piece of Duty that the Poor are bound to | I 
Pay to the Rich, is' Honeſty and Diligence in their vocation and 1 
Hhuſineſs. For ſince it hath not ſeem'd good to their Maker to be- | : 
; ſtow much Plenty upon them, they ought to be content with 1 
his Allowance, and to accept it upon the Terms that he has |! 5 
| gven it them, even the Sweat of their own Brows. They mult 4 


| not dare to ſet up for their own Carvers, by filching and ſteal . 
ing or any baſ: or diſhoneſt way of Livelihood, they muſt not |! 
give themſelves up to Idleneſ, nor take to the wretched ani 
wicked Trade of Begging ; which is indeed to rob their wWea- 
' thier Neighbours e. the Publick of the uſeful help of rho{s 
5 5 which were made for Labour, and ought co be fo em 
OY d. 5 | | 

n Bar now again the Rich muſt no diſdain to be put in Mind, that they 
owe ſome ſort of Duty cven to the Poor, ER 
(1.) As firſt, Humanity, I reckon,and Tenderneſs is a Due, that they 
ought never to deny to the Poor. For they may, nay they muſt (without 
fear of leſſening themſelves by the Condeſceniion always conſider them as 
Brethren of the ſame common Nature, with themſelves. And Human 
Nature, even in the meaneſt Guile, can never deſerve ſure to be thought 
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ing down the Poor into the Rank of vileſt Beaſts or Creeping Things. 

A peice of Contempt This, which, beſides its being fo highly injurious 
to dur Fellow- Creatures, flies at laſt in the Face of God himſelf, For Hg 
that diſpiſeth the Poor, reproacheth his Maker ; Prov. 17. 5. reproacheth 
the God that made him Poor, and could have made this proud Deſpiſer 
Poor too: nay, who can at any time bring the Statelieſt Mortal that is, 
low and even with the Duft he treads on; and on the other hand often raiſ 
eth the Poor out of the Duſt, and lifteth up the Beggar from the Dunghil 


to ſer. them among Princes. 1 Sam. 2. 3.— And This, not only to exer- 


ciſe his own Prerogative, but alſo to teach both Rich and Poor, that they 


are equally dependant upon Him; and that therefore no one ought to over- 
value himſelf on the Score of his Wealth, or deſpiſe and inſult Others that 


want, fince the difference in their Condition is purely precarious, and at 
the Will of their Sovereign Lord and Maker, 3 5 
(2. ) Another Duty that the Rich are bound to perform towards the Poor, 


is Juſtice; the Juſtice, I mean, of paying them the deſerved Hire of their 
Labour, and rewarding their honeſt Induſtry. And this fort of Juſtice is 

ſo much the more ſtrictly a Due, becauſe Injuſtice in this Caſe would be 
downright Cruelty and Barbarity. For what is it leſs to defraud or op- 

| preſs thoſe poor Souls whom Providence it ſelf hath ſufficiently {traitned | 

not ſuffering them to get even an hard Living by the Sweat of their Brows, 

but moſt unmercifully forcing them both to ſwear and to ſtarye ? 


And this kind of practice, barbarous as it is in it ſelf, ſo it implies 


a very heinous Reflection upon God's Honour: For He alſo that op- 
preſſeth the Poor, reproacheth his Maker; Proverbs 14. ver. 13. as 
who ſhould ſeem to think, that God hath left the Poor both unprovided 
for and unprotected ; and that he made them for no other End, but to 
be very Slaves and Beaſts of Burden to the Rich. But this is certainly a 


crying Provocation that will be heard and anſwer'd with a Vengeance 


contemptible by any of its own Kind, It muſt be a very unnatural ſort of 
Pride to think it fo, or to treat it as ſuch; to think and act, as if the 
meer Outſide and Trappings ofa Man were what diſtinguiſh'd the Species, 
orracher cre ted 2 new one; exalt ing the Rich into little Gods, and thruſt- 


one Day: or Behold (ſaith St. Fames. ch. 5. v. 4.) the hire of the la-. 


| beurers, which have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back 


by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped, have entred 
into the ears of the Lord of Sabageth. os 5 

6 The laſt Duty owing from the Rich to the Poor, that I ſhall now 
inſiſt on, is /what | made mention of before) Charity. For though the 
Poor have no legal Demand upon the Rich, for that which is purely their 


free Benevolence, yet they have a right that is Superiour and antecedent 
to all duman Conſtitutions: For they claim under God. who is the Su- 
pream Lord and Proprietor of the Univerſe, . and hath purpoſely fo ſhared 


his o] Distributions. that the Abundance of ſome might be a Supplement 
to the Want of others. | | 


And, in ſtrictneſs of ſpeaking, the Man, that in the Vogue of the 
World paſſes for a Maſter of many thoulands, is not the proper Owner of 


what 
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what he hath; He is only God's Steward: and the larger Eſtate he hath 


in full Meaſure: Which if he neglects to do, he is guilty of foul ingrati- 


tude as well as Diſobedience to his Lord, and manifeſt Wrong to his Fel- 


low - Creatures, over whom he is made a kind of Ruler. In Diſcharge of 
which honourable Truſt, he ought to be both faithful and wiſe; faithful 


in beſtowing his Alms according to his Abundance, .giving a Portion to 


ſeven and alſo to eight, (nay to 5o, to 100, to more if he can) as not 


| knowing what evil ſhall be upon the earth, Ecclefiaft. 11.2. and wiſe in 


ſo contriving and managing his Charity, as may make it truly uſeful 
and beneficial, and, as far as is poſſible, (like our Saviour's Miracles, 
which were alſo Works of greateſt Mercy) Salutary at once both to Soul 
and Body, © He ſhould take Care, net only to fortifie and cloath the 
Bodies of his needy Brethren with convenient Food and Raiment, but 


© he ſhould contribute what he can to relieve their Spiritual Wants; ro = 
ſupply them with the Bread of Life that is from Heaven; to cloath 


them (as the Prophet ia h expreſſeth it) with theGarments of Salvati- 


on; to lend Eyes to their blind Underſtandings, and Feet to their lame 
* Wills; to faſhion their Manner aright at firſt, or to bring them again 
* to their true Bent whilit they are yet flexible; to keep them from turning 


aſide into crooked Paths, and to lead them in the Way everlaſting. 
III. And, whilſt I am mentioning theſe things, I doubt not but yon 
already perceive where my Application will properly fall in, you cannot 


indeed but have the Satisfaction to perceive, that the Proviſion of late 
Years made among your ſelves. for the Education of ſuch Poor Children 


as are deſtitute of their Parents Care or Help in this Particular, is that 

lame faithful and diſcreet, that uſeful and excellent fort of Charity, 

which I have been deſcribing, but need not recommend to you, _ 
And yet it may be fit to take ſome ſhort Survey of this your Charity, 


not only by more abundant Thankſgivings to him, but by additional Sup- 


take upon you to ſay, that, in and about theſe Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, there are more than 3000 Children, of both Sexes, under 
the Chriſtian Care and Tuition ot the ſeveral Undertakers, Managers, 
and Promoters of this well-plac'd Charity: And all theſe Children ae 
provided for and ſupplied, in ſome competent Degree, ſuch as is beſt ſuited 
to their Needs both of Soul and Body; the chiet Regard being till had to 
their better and their nobler Part. 5 ; FS: 


Some of them are not only taught and clad, but entirely maintain'd ; 


partly by Subſcriptions and Collections, and Gifts and Legacies from well- 
diſpos'd Perſons, and partly roo by the Contribation (as I may ſo call it) 
of their own proper Hands: For, where there is Convenience, or Stock 
iufficiear for it, they are train'd up to Work; which is no unprofirable 


Piece 


to manage, ſo much the greater is his Truſt and Care in the Family; and 
he ought accordingly to give to every one their Portion, in due Seaſon, and 


that, by the ſpining Light it gives, Others may be enabled to diſcern the 
Comelineſs and Beauty of ſuch good Works, and incited to glorifie God, 


plies to perfect ſo laudable and extenſive a Deſign. And that the Deſign 
may appear to be in a good forward way of advancing, you can already 
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Picce of Learning, conſidering that an early Habit of Idleneſs is the com: 
mon Bane of Thoſe, who cannot honeſtly hope to ſupport Life otherwiſ 
than by their Labaur, L . | 3 
Many amongſt them, ſuch as are beſt capable, are taught to write li, 
gibly, and caſt Accounts tolerably; and thereby the better fitted for any 
fut pre Employ menr or Vocation, to which allo They are timely apply d 
bere the Fund is large enongh to afford it. 1 
All, or moſt of them in the mean while are modeſtly and plainly, but 
neatly apparell'd, or at leaſt they wear ſome becoming Badge of their 
Benetactor's Bounty; which ſerves too to diſtioguiſn them from the un 
nurtur'd Crew, that lurk abeut the Streets, either to Beg, or to Steal. 
Bat whereinſoever they fall ſhort, they are All ſure to be very care. 
fully inſtructed io the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Religion, according 
to that Form of ſound Words compriz'd in the Church-Catechiſm; b 
ſome familiar Expoſit ion of which they are made acquainted with the chie 
Heads both of Faith and Practice: and at the {ame time they have the 
Precepts of Virtue frequen:1y inculcated upon them, and the oppoſite 
Vices (ſuch eſpecially as are moſt incident to Youth) noted with ſome 
Mark of Diſgrace, and forbidden under a ſevere Penalty; that fo, by thi 
wholeſome laſtruction and Diſcipline, they may learn in che whole Courl: 
of their Lives to chuſe and cleave to that which is Good, and to abhor 
that which is Evil. - %% 523% by 
The Improvement One would chiefly wiſh, ia an Undertaking fo well! 
concerted and ſo far advanc'd, is, that, as it ſhall pleaſe God to enlarge 
| Mens Hearts, your Funds may grow proportionably. till they may ſuffice 
to keep all the Children employ'd at Work, hilſt they remain with you 
and afterwards, to place them out to Apprenciceſhip in ſome honeſt Trade, 
or Occupation: that fo, as They have been enur d to Induſtry from the 
Beginning, they may be put into a Capacity of getting a future Subſiſt. 
ance, and of making the right Uſe, and reaping the whole Benefit of the 
good Education that hath been beitow'd upon them. 


C 
{c 
C 
fi 
h 
8 
w 
P 


And I am firmly perſuaded, that, thro' God's Bleſſing, you will never 
want freſh and perpetual Springs, to tecd and {well theſe enlivening 
Streams, that do already make glad ſo many of our Towns and Cities, 

and promiſe fuch Abundance of good Fruit of Various Kinds. 

For it is a Charity This, of the largeſt, rhe nobleſt, and moſt beneficial} do 
Influence. lt is highly beneficial in the firſt Place ro the poor Children C 
themſelves, who by this means are opportunely preſerv'd from the Con- V 
tagion of ill Example, and that Corruption of Manners which too gener - 0t 

ally prevails; and are favourably prepoſſeſs d (whilſt their Minds are yer un- Ot 
debauch'd) with a Senſe of Religion, and ſome reliſh of Virtue and goodneſs {a 

It is (or may be) no lets beneficial to their Parents, who, if they have 
| bait the Heart to make uſe of it, have the happy Opportunity put into on 
their Hands, of becoming Scholars and Converts even to their own Children l 

It is beneficial to all thoſe Perſon, ro whom theſe Children may hap- in 
pea to bear any Relation afrerwards, eithet in the Service of a Family, of 

or at the Head of it, begguſe they will have been accuſtom'd ___ : 
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Order from their Youth up, and thoroughly inſtructed to make a Con- 
ſcience of doing their Duty, in that State of Life to which it ſhall pleaſe 
God to call them. | e | „„ 
Is is beneficial to the publick, by diſpoſing thoſe to be uſeful and help- 
ful Members in the Common wealth, who moſt probably otherwiſe would 
have been ar beſt unſerviceable, if not hurtful and pernicious. 


neil Scandal that would otherwiſe lye ar her Door, in defiance of her much 
un. weaken'd and diſpiſed Diſcipline, to the foul Diſgrace of our Chriitian 
Profeſſion, and the great Decay of Piety and all Morality, ' | 

It is likely, in the laſt Place, to prove beneficial even to our late Poſt- 
erity. For tho' Reformation be a Work that mult go heavily on, where 
the Churches Cenſures are the Libertine's Scorn, and the Magiſtrates Axe 
is not a ſufficient Terror to the harden'd Sinner, yer the brining up of 


wiſe have been caſt out as the Off- ſcouring and Refuſe of the World, may 


and cauſe the Generation that is next growing up, to grow ſome little 
better: And This may reaſonably induce thoſe that follow after, to pur- 
ſue the ſame hopeful Method; which by degrees may mend the face of 
things, and make Virtue once more to revive and flouriſh even amongft 
yell This degenerare People, a 9 „„ 
But why do I ſpend Words to ſet forth the Uſefulneſs and Excellency 
of a Charity, that may much more eafily be conceiv'd, rhan it can be 
worthily expreſs d? Eſpecially, fince you have a ſenſible Demonſtration of 


ningly, than any kind of Artificial Arguments, or any Words I could in- 


ever and are in a fair way to bring forth Fruit unto Holineſs. 


ming I appeal to your ſelves and your own Sentiments of the thing, (nay BE 


ties. might appeal ro the moſt careleſs Auditor here preſent, or the moſt un- 

concern d Spectator of this day's humble Proceſſion) is it not a goodly light, 
ficiallſſ do ſee theſe Poor Children reſtor d as it were to Human Shape by your 
dren Care? And is not the decent Appearance they now make, rogether with 
Gon- You in the Houſe of God, a ſeaſonable Memento, that God is the Maker 
ner of them as well as you ? and that they are made with the ſame Curioſity 


t un · of Workmanſhip, and equally capable (and therefore equally worthy) of the 
neſs. | fame Improvements in Chriſtian Knowledge and Virtue with your ſelves? 


hae And is it not a melodious Sound in your Ears, to hear them on Occati- 
into on, as a Proof of their Proficiency, rendring an account of their Chriſt- 


dren ian Faith; and praying with you and for you; and praiſing God in Hymas . 


hap- and Spiritual Songs for the Riches of his Grace, of the ourward means of 
mily, of which they alſo are made Partakers through your Liberality ? 

good And ig it not a Reflection that yields you much inward Complacency, 
der} hat God hath inclin d your Hearts, to be in the ſtead of Foſter-Farhcrs to 
: bo: e theſe 
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Ic is beneficial to the Church, by removing ſome part of the Filth and 


Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, who would other- 


probably put ſome Stop to the Propagation and Encreaſe of Wickedneſs, 


it before your Eyes, that perſuades at once more forcibly and more win- 


vent: I mean the very Objeas of your Charity, Theſe young and tender 
Plants, who, by your good Cultivation and timely Watering, are grow- | 
ing up in Grace and the knowleage of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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i a (18) \ x. | 
theſe expdled. Jundcenerj to take them up BG! t o in Danger of 
per iſhingʒ to reſcue them our of the Hands of Ignorande, Rudeneſd, and 
Vice; to be their Inftractors in Chriſt ; to dedicate them betimes to his 
Service, and teach them to ſerve him both with Underſtanding and Affecti- 
SUSE Mt 7 DOVER OTST NR > EDN eee eres} 3p 
Aridis it not a very encouraging Motive to the Exerciſe of this ſort of 
Charity, thar whoſoever is thus initrumenrat in converting Sinners from 
the Error of their Ways, or keeping neglected Youth from the Paths of 
. tie Deſtroyer, ſhail ſave many Souls from Death, and hide multitudes of 
Sins; Sins that would otherwiſe be deriv d down. ſrom Father to Son in too 
certain and conſtant a Succeſſion2 oo EE 4 
And as the Proſpect of advancing God's Glory, and procuring fo much 
Good ro Mankind is, I:queſtion not, a very powerſul Incitement with You 
to abound (ll more and more in this Labour of Love, fo, I ſhould hope 


* 
* 
* * 


; too, it may be ſufficient, to provoke all thoſe that have any Spark of 
4 godly Leal, any Chriſtian Sympathy, any kind of generous Paſſions in 
. their Breaſts, to put their helping Hand to this bleſſed Work, and ſtrive 
. together with you for the Honour of the Goſpel and for the Recovery o 
3 thoſe little Ones who are ſcatter d (alas :) almaſt every where, like Shees 


without a Sheperd, altho' it is not the m 
„ 


Heut beaveuly Father, that 


And O that the Number of the rue Ui this neceſſary Work 
might daily increate! O that ir might be a growing Emulation among 
| C brit ans, thus to approve themſelves the Zealous aud paſſionare Lovers of | 
g Souls! Were there never fo many engag d in this noble Strife, there would 
be room for them all to excel; nay, and room for all to receive the Prize 

too, and to become Juint- Sharers in the ſame Hope aud Joy, and Cros 

of Rejoycing, And when the Rich and Poor (hall meet together at laſt, 

x before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and a particular Inquiſition ſhall be 
made after Works of Mercy, then (may ve piouſly preſume) ſhall thels 
very little ones appear, and chearfully reftific on behalf of their BenefaQors, 
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i We were an hungred, and they fed us; We were naked, and they have clogs 
. * thed us; We were ignorant and they have inſtructed us; We were baſe and 
1 * vile, and they have refined us; We were: in a manner forſaken and loſt, 
1 and they have gathered us up, and reſtor'd us even into thine Hands, O 
I Lord, that art the Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls ! And then ſhall 
Et the Merciful Judge, inaſmuch as they have done thus to the leaſt of 
1 || theſe his Brethren, moſt graciouſly accept, impute, and reward it at 
* _ done to himſelf. Then ſhall he richly recompertce his own Gifts, in the 
| | meaneſt Services of thoſe who; have cared for the Souls of the Poor; and 
þ thenceforward ſhall ſuch wiſe Teacher: as have turned many to Righteouſ- 
ne, ſhine forthas the brightneſs of the Firmanent, ani as the Stars for 
ever aud e ver. And the more they are, the br ghter will they ſhane, and 
1 3 the greater Luſtre on ach other, fe the praiſe of the Glory of 


dr Grace, wherein they are atcepted in the Beloved. Amen. 
Nom to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, three Per ſons and one God, be aſe 
ſerib d, as is moſt due, all Glory and Ma jeſiy. Dominion and Power, 
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